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|RELATION| | 


of the fearefull e- 


ſtate of Franc | 
S P I R As 


N the yeare 1548. 
when che glori- 
ous Sunne of the 

45 Goſpel was but 

newly riſenin E- | | 
| rope; inthe daics of rtie raigneſ , |} 
ot Edward the Sixth of thar; 
name King of EnGrand: | 

In the Territorie, and under | 
he LurifdiRion of the Cirie of 

Yenice, being the very border} 

of taly, in the rowne of Civia.| | 

| A 3 dells,' "2 
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|Civill Lawyer, an Advocate 


[of carriage circamſpeRand ſe- 


_ he was advanced; cndow- 
, 


W relation of the fearefull ' 


dells, lived one Frances Spira, a 


[of great ranke and eſteeme, bc- l 
ing of knowre learning, and c- 
{[oquence z of great experience; 


vere; his ſpeech: grave and |\ 
compoſed ; his countenance | | 
ſharpe and auſtere , every way 
befitting that aurhoritie wher- 


cd with outward bleſſings, of 
wife, and cleven childeen . 
and wezlch in. bundance: what | 
his worſt par:s were, I have no 
other warrant then his owne 
words, which (lt nottalnred | 
overmuch with the bitterneſſe 
of a deſperate mind, and bea- 
ring the countenance rather of 
| paſſion, then of ſober confeſſi- 
on) may ſeeme to adde a pe-t 
riod to all further commen.\ 

dations. | 
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|vived opinions 
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| eftaeerf Francis Spirt. | 1 
 « 7 was (faith hee) exceſtpe- 
« ly covetons of ; and 4c- 


« vet by injuſtice, corrupting j#- 
« tice by deceit, inventing tricks 
«© t9delade juſtice : good cauſes I 
&« ether defended decentfully, or 
I* ſold them to the adver ſarie per- 
«« fidiouſly; ill cauſes I maintai- 
« ved with all my might ; 1 wit- 
« tingly oppaſed the known truth, 
yo and the truſt commuted unto! 


\<© wee, 1 either betrayed or per- 
verted, Thus having. worne |. 


out fortie foure yeares, or 
there abouts, and the newes of 
thenew , or rather newly re- 
of Luther 
comming into thoſe parts, re- 
preſented anobjeR of noveltie 
unto him ;. who beiog as defi 


W | rous to know as he was famous | 
*I| [for konwledge 3: ſuffered nor 


theſe wandring opinions to 


A 4 paſle { 
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** cordingly 1 applied my ſeife 10 | 
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paſſe ynexamined, but ſcarch- 
ing into the SEriptores, and in- 
fo all bookes of Controverſi- 
that he conld ger, both old and 


caſte their nature ſo well, as he 
*ntertaincs, loves, and ownes 
chem at length ; and with ſuch 
| zeale, as hee became a profeſl- 
ior; yea a teacher. of then, 


new ; and finding more then | ; 
fame or opinion, hee began tc | 


firft ro his wife, children, and 
family,and after ro his friends, 
| Wa 1emuiar acquaintance z anc 
in compariſon, ſeemed roneg- 
[<& alt other affaires ; inten- 
ding ever to preſſe this maine 
point, that We muſt wholly, 41% 
only depend on the free, and un- 
changeable love of God in the 
fark of Chriſt, «s the onely ſure 
| wayto ſalvation : and this Was 
che ſumme of all his diſcourle, 
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|| of fixe yeares, or thereabours 3 | 


|| forth, into publique meetings ;. 
| 1 fo as the whole Province of 


þ/ co:divide, cither his ſoule from 
"| his bodie,or both from God. 
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—— 


even (o long as this fire could| 
keepe it ſelfe within private: 
walles ; but at length ir brake 


Padus dawned by ce luſtre 
thereof, The Clergie fiading 
the trade of their pardons to 
decay. , and their Purgatorie to 


themſelves; gloſing theiraQi- 


ſtriking at Spire with grievous 
accuſations: And to effec their 


others favour, ſome advice, 0- 
thers maintenance 3 all joyne 


Now was J/ohu Caſs the 


waxe cold, began to beftirre | 


ons firſt with calumnious , 
aſperſions upen. the whole | 
profeſſion, thea more plainely | 


| 


purpoſe, ſome promiſe labour, | 
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} XOPeS Legate refident w__ 
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| and in oneword,, a dangerous 
| Lutheran:; 


-., Ax this began the Lzgate: tay 
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CA relation of the fearefull 


nice, being by birth a Fleren- þ 
tine , and one that wanted nel- || 
' cher malice againſt thoſe of 
,chis way , nar- craftineſſe to | 
cffe@ his malicious purpoſes : | 
Fo-himtheſe men repaire with þ 
| oUt-cricy agrainſt Spire z that 
hee was the man-that condem- 
ied the received rites. of: the 
Church ; deluded the Eccle- 
faaſticall. power, and {canda- 
lized. the policie thereof , one 
,of no> meane ranke;; being all 
man:-of Account and autho- 
ritie,&therunto, learned in the 
Scriptures, elegantin ſpeech , 


 þ 


having alfo. many 
d ſciples, ard therefore norto 
.be deſpiſed; 


caſt hissye on the tcrrable al- 
teration that larcly had, hap- 


[ped in Germany , whereby: he 


_mcancs. l 
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by eſtate of Francis Spira. [ 7 | 


-y- 4 meanes of one only Zather, the 
ei- | Romiſh Religion had ſuffered | 
of || ſuch a blow, as that ir could) : 
to | neither bee cured by diſſimula- | 
s: | tion, nor defended by power ; 

but the Clergie muſt either 
| meng_ their manners , or. loſe | | 
their dignities: on the other 
fide, when he ſaw how pro- 
e- | penſe the common people in- 
habiting: in the bordering 
countries of 1taly were to cn- 
a {i tertaine thoſe new opinians z 
| hee now gen go ie to 
diſpute,or per{wade ; but wjrh 
ſpeed repairesto the: Serare,and | 
procures authoritic from them | 
to ſend for Spire. | 


| Spire by this time had.con- | 
{ {idered with himfelfe. of the | 
wy nature of bis carriage, hyhc> 
vident. and: notorious-it Ne, 
p= | | and therefore. ſybjeR to been-- 
h vied by ſuch, as-ncither liked | 
| ba f his - 
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perceived that his opiaions 
were neither retired nor {pe 
culative , but ſuch as aimed art } | 
1the overthrow of the Rows jh 
FaQtion ; and at change of po- | 


$8 | of relation of the fearefult | 
| 


- his perſon nor religion , "4 
| 


licte, wherein at the beft, hee 
could expe but a bloudy vi 
ctorie ; and that his enemics 
wanted neither power nor OC- 
cafton to call him to account 
in publique when he muſt ei. | 


ther Apoltarize, and ſhamefi! 
give his former life, yea his 

e conſcience the lie 5 Or CD- | 
dure the trmoſt malice of his \ 
| deadly encmics , or forſake 
(his wife children, friends , 
g09'ds, authoritie ; Yea, his 
deaze - Countrie ; and berake 
jy; elfe to a Forralg ne 'peo-\ 
|pk "thereto edre athouland 
| 


x — 


mileties, chat doe continually 
Je _ a voluntary exile. 
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eſtate of Francis Spira. 


| rn Er Es 


cing thus diſtracted, and ol. 
[ſed in the reſtlefle waves of 
| doubr, without guide to truſt} 


r 4 | ro, or havento flic ro for ſuc-] 
[coor ; on the ſuddaine Gods| 


Spirir aſſiſting, he felr a calme, | 
and began to diſcourſe with 
| himſelfe in this manner. | 
| Why wanareſt thou thus in un- | 
certaineties, unhappy #141? caſt 4 
| way feare, put on thy ſhield, the 
ſhield of faith ; Where «s thy won- 
ted courage, thy goodnes thy con- 
ftancy? remeber that Chriſts glory 
lits at the ſtake, ſuffer thou with | 
—_— & hewill d:fend thee, he | 
wil tel thee what thou fhalt anſwer, 

he can beat dewn all danger,bring 

thee ont of priſon, raiſe thee from 

| the dead;cofiaer Petcr in the dun- 
| geon, the Martyres in the. fire, if | 
[thou makeſt « good confeſſion then | 
waiſt indeed c0t0 priſon,or death, 

| but an cternall reward in heaven 


remaines 
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end 


in this world comparable to Eter. 
nall life,to everlaſting happines ? 
if thou doſt otherwiſe, thinke f 


by example, thinking what ever 
is done,u well done) feare the loſſe 
of peace and joy, feare hell, death, 
and eternall wrath ; or if thy fleſh 
bee ſo ſtrong, 4s to cauſe thee to} 
doubt of the 1ſſue, flyethy Coun- 


ſo farre, rather then denie the 
Lord of life. | 

Now was Spire in reaſona- 
ble quier,. being: refolyed to 
yceld to theie. weightic Fe4- 
ſons ; yer holding ir wiſedome 
rocxamine all things, he con- 


ſulrs alſo with At(h and bloud ;\ 
and rhe fleſh. begins. in. this 


4 relation of the fearefull | 11 
remaines for thee; What haſt thew| 


the ſcandall; (common people live. 


thus the bartaile doth: .repew, | 
manner: : Be well adviſed, fand 


max , conſider: reaſons. 0n:; Fr 
| ſe) | 


trey ; get thee away, though never | || 


| 
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1/ [ide te, ,. and then juage: how cant 


{19.doe much good. to good men; ai 
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thou thus overweene thine owne| 
ſuf fictencie, as thow netther re- 
gerdeſt the examples of thy Pro. 
genitors,nor the judgement of the 
whole Church ; doſt thou not con- 
ſider what miſery thus thy raſh- 
neſſe will bring thee-unts ? thou 
ſhalt loſe all thy ſubſtance, gotten 
ary" ſo much care and travaile { 
theu ſhalt undergoe the moſt ex- | 
quiſite torments that- malice it 
ſelfe can deviſe ; thow ſhalt bee 
counted an heretique of all : and 
ro cloſe wp all, thow ſhalt die 
ſhamefully. hat thinkeſt thou} 
of the loathſome- fuinking dun- 
geon, the bloudy axe , 1 bar-\ 
nimg faget; are they delightfull ?| 
Be wiſe at length , and keepe thy 
lefe and honowr : thow maiſt live' 


bein 0 HA4ment to thy. Conniry:; R 
l. and 


God: commands thee; thou maiſt 


© olaterf Francis Spira. =_ FA 
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| 12- | A relation of the fearefull 
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and put caſe thy Countries loſe 


| faints, and yeelds unto the al- 


weuld bee of ſmall eſleeme with 
thee , Wilt thou bring thy friends 
alſo into danger ? thow haſt be- 
2otten children, wilt thou now cut 
their throats, and inhumanely 
butcher them, which may in time 


bring hoxour to their Country , 
glory to God , helpe and farthe- 
rance to bis Church ; goe to the 
Legate, weake man , freely con- 


0 


theſe miſeries, Thus did the | 
' carcs of this world, and the 
 deceitfulneſſe of riches, choke 
the good Seed that was for- 
merly ſowne; ſoas fearing, he | 


lurements of this. preſent] 
world ; avd being thus blin- 
ded, hee' gocs tothe Legare at) 
Yenice , "and ſalures' him'-with 
this newes. | 
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felſe thy fault, and helpe all 


0 
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Al eares entertained an opinion con- 
þ ming ſome CAniicles of faith, 
1, || <orary to the Orthodaxe , and 
* \Preceived judgement of the 


© ow 


" {Church ; and uttered many things 
at | m | 
Ml; geinſt the authoritie of the 


Church of Rome, and the «-| 
uerſall Biſhop : 1 humbly ac- 
nowledge my faalt and Errour, 
1d wy folly in miſleading athers: 
[ therefore yeeld my ſelfe in all 
obedience to the Supreme Biſhop, 
into the Boſome af the Church 0 
Rome never to depart agaime 
(row the traditions and atcrees 
| of the holy See : I am heartily 
ſorry for what is paſt , and T| 
bumbly begge pardon for ſo 
great an offence, 
| The Legate perceiving Spira 
{J]r9 fainr, hee purſues him to 
| the utmoſt ; hee cauſeth a re- | 
citation of all his Errorsto bee! 
drawne in writing, together 
} with 
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t | 
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with the Contcflion annexed 
ro it, and colnmands Spire to 
ſubſcribe his name there, 
which accordingly hee did ; 
then the Legaze commands 
him to returne to' his owne 
Townes and there to declare 
chis Confeflion of his, and to 


|acknowledge the whole Do- 


Qrine of the Church of Reme 
ro bee holy, and crue; andto 
abjuie the Opinions of Later, 
and other ſuch Teachers, as 
falſe, _ — Man 
knowes t mnings of [mnt , 
but who rs, the £2 rnd 
of ? _ Spirs having once loſt 


pleaſure ; hee ſoone adreſſcth 


being onward 1n the way, be. 


_ thinkeg 
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himſelfe for his Tourney, and| 


A relation of the fearefull 


{ footing,goes downe amaine, 
hee cannot ftay, ngr gaine-ſay 
| [the Zegete; bur promiſeth to, 
accompliſh his whole will and 


| 


thinkes himſelfe of large 
ſpoiles he had brought awa 
from the Conflit with the 
Legate : what glorious teſti- 
munie hee: had given of his 
rear faith, and conſtancie in 
hriſts cauſe : and to bee 
plaine, how impiouſly he had 
denied Chriſt, and his Goſpel 
at Venice; and what hee pro- 
miſed to doe further in his 
owne' Country ; and thus 
partly with' feare, and partly 
wich ſhame being confoun. 
ded; hee rhonght hee heard a 
voyce ſpeaking unto him in 
this mauner. 
Spira, what do# thou heere * 


2} hither goeft thou ? haſt thou, 


{| «»happy man , given. thy hand- 
| | writing tothe Legate at Venice z 

el [yet ſee thou doſt not ſeale it in 
© | 1h: owne Country - doſt thes 
i [indeed thinke cternall life ſo 


meant, 


i. 
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| ſufferings of thi preſent life, are | 
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meane, 4s that thou preferreſt | 
vhis proſe life before it ? deft f* 
thou well jn preferring wife and|f® 
children before Chriſt ? « the" 
windie applauſe of the people, bet- 
ter indeed then the glory of God , | 
and the poſſeſcion of this worlds 
good more deare to thee, then the 
ſalvation of thine owne Sonle ? 
u the ſmall uſe of 4a moment of i 
time more deſirable then eternall 
wrath is dreadfull ? Thinke with - 
thy ſelfe what Chriſt endured for 
thy ſake , i it not equall thox 
ſhouldeſs ſuffer ſomewhat for 


bim? Remember, man, that the 


wot comparable to the glory that 
ſhall bee revealed : if thow ſuffe- 
reſt with him , thou [halt alſo 
reigne with him : thou canſs not 
anſwer for what thou haſt dread 
done; nevertheleſſe, the gate of | 


tte. A 


| Wercy is not quite ſhut, take heed | 


that 
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fate of Francis Spira. 


" thou heapeſt not ſine upon 
inne , left thou repent when it 
ill be 108 late. 

Now was $Spirs in a wilder- 
nefſe of doubt , not knowing | 
#hich way to turne him, nor 
ſhat to doe, yet being arri 
+ in his owne Country, and 
&t his friends , with 
| be enough he relates what 
ze had done, and what he had 
er promiſed to doe ; and 


ie (ide, and the terror of this 
arld an the other fide, did 
ontinually racke him ; and 

zrefore: hee defired of them 
dviſe in this ſo doubtfull a 
e: his = Fm _ 
eubcration. were 3 Ttaanie 
| bee pony; ne: 
het did not in; 
berray his witc and 
nt his fricads [into 
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ow theterrar of God on the | 
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A relation of the fearefall | 


danger, ſceing chat by to {mall}. 


| a marter as the reciting of af" 
| lirtle Schedule, which mightſ 
| bee done in leſſc ſpace then 
halfe an houre, hee might bochF 
free himſclfe from preſent 
danger,and preſerve many that 
depended upon him g addin 

moreover, that hee could ger 
no Credit in relenting froxr 

chat which hce had already ir 

greateſt part performed be- v 
forethe Legate at Yenice , anc 
chat inthe perfeR accomplilt 


ing thereof, lictle or no c 


dire could ariſe, more the 
what by the former eRion a al-F 
_ hee had ſuſtained : or 


more 
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ſhame which hee had already - 


incurred ; . nor avoyd ; of 


nn njuries, then probably hee 
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| eftaeof Francis Spira. 
jFaorc heavie and inſupportable 


hould havecndured, if he had 
perſiſted obſtinately i in his for- 
zer Opinions, 
This was the laſt blow of 
battaile, and Spire utterly 
@vercome, goes tothe Pretor, 
IC proffers to performe his 
omiſe made tothe Legate, 
Who in the mcane time, had 
e {ken order to have all things 
zady, and had (ent the inftru- 
ent of abjuration figned by 
pre, to: the Prz:or, by the 
nd: s of acertaine Prieſt. All 
; the iniſcrable. man 
re 'oat with reſtlefe cares , 
hout any minute of —_ the 


beivg come, hee | 
* "On 


eradly enters. into; the 


ublique tion;where 
nyt ry in the 


_preſence 
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A relationof the fearefall "0 


mies, and of the whole Aﬀlem.ſoe 
bly; being by eſtimarion neergyes: 
two thouſand people ; yea, andy 
of ' Heaven it (elfe, he recir 
chat infamous abjuration 
| word for word as it was WI 
cen: it being done, hee was fi 
ned at thirty pieces of gold 
which he preſently paid: five 
whereof were given to th 
Prieſt that brought che he abjo | 
ration, the other ewen G th 
were imployed towards tt 
making of a Shrywe to. 
Exchariſt im ; 'then was: 
home reſtored 'ro his. Dig 
ties,geods, wiſe, and children 
No foonzerwas hee departe 
but hecthoughr he hen | 


| preſence of friends and enebr 


{» 


ments, hee profefled that hee 


Aging hand of che great God: 
Fchat hee heard continually that 


What juſt Indge : that. hee knew 


i : a. 
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Fs Iudgement before his cies. 
= Now beganne his friends 


i - 


4 with God her in his be- 


ef ate of Francis Spira. 
broken thy vow , hence Apoſt@e, 


: 


beare with thee the ſemtence of thy 


ud 


eternal damnation - hee trem- 
bling and quaking in body and 
mind, fall downe in a ſwoune; 
xelicte was at hand for the bo- 
dy , but from that time for- 

Fards, hee never found any 
deace orcale of his mind ; but 


ontinuing in uncefſant tor- 


was captived under the reven- 


arcfull ſeatence of Chriſt 


hee was utterly undane;. that 
hee could neither hope for 
grace, nor Chriſts interceſſion! 


S$ his fault ever 


walfe : thus rault | 
heavic. on his heart, and cver 
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| e of them td" repent roo 
[order te net; D 


thers. not lodkihÞ"Tor high'as O! 
the Tadgetnent of Guy, laidali 
the blame Son ML Sy 
{ licke conſticerion'; that” over-et 
ſhadowing his" dds ment, 
wrought in him'a km of tnal 
nefſe ; every 'one cenfured'as 

his faticic led him, yer for re- 
medic 411 agreed In this, to uſe 
both eh wRojeGiie kelpe off 
Phyſicians, and the pious ad 
viſe of Divines, and therefore 
thought it meet to conyey hit S: 
ta Padwa', an 'Vttiverfitic ' oi) 
tote, where plenty ofall mahþ 
ner of tneancs was wP bee Saks 

this they accqxdin 
both, with viel Mee 

and whole farhily ; cheer (hi 
of” his friends accompaninghh 


him: and being : arrived TN - 
houſe of one Temes "_ 1 or 


—— ld ad ba. — 
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 ofeate of Francks'$| Jpira. | 23 , 


Sairic Ltbnarts Parith they ſehe | 
or ctiree Phyliciany of taoſt 
Dre, who upon due obſerva- 

| ig T yof the e ts, and of other 


his A oh, That oy 
-Fould hor diſcetngth at hi$þo- 
; If was affl! wich a - 
] 


& .or* difterper naty 
rom'it (elle, by reaſon ; of the 
<G@ver- rulivg.- of any humour 
br char this Maladie of his 
lid 4tiſe from ſome griefe, or 
affion of hismind, which be. 
ng over-burthened, did ſo op- 
ng fie tA CHA ar $5 | 

D q 
{Fi y ill Aon whereof! 
ngke TO of m man 1s full; and 
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